
THE RIGHTS
OF NATURE

IN UNISON WE DECLARE THAT NATURE BE AFFORDED 

THE SAME RIGHTS AS PEOPLE
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WHEREAS THE EARTH AND 
HER LANDS, FORESTS, 
WATERS, COASTAL SEAS 
AND ATMOSPHERE AND THE 
SPECIES SHE NURTURES, 
COLLECTIVELY ENABLE 
HUMANITY’S EXISTENCE AND 
GROW CIVILIZATIONS AND 
INDIGENOUS CULTURES.



WHEREAS CANADA AND 
HUMANITY’S DOMINANT 

PATTERNS OF DEVELOPMENT, 
PRODUCTION AND 

CONSUMPTION HAVE CAUSED, 
AND ARE CAUSING, 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DEVASTATION, DEPLETION OF 
RESOURCES, EXTINCTION OF 

SPECIES AND THE 
IMPAIRMENT OF INDIGENOUS 

CULTURES.



WHEREAS THE EARTH AND 
THE SPECIES SHE 
NURTURES HAVE BECOME 
FRAGILE, AND SO TOO, 
CANADA AND 
HUMANITY’S FUTURE 
EXISTENCE IS FRAGILE AND 
PRECARIOUS.



Declaration of
Responsibilities and 

Guarantee of Rights and 
Freedoms:

In trust and faith, the 
Earth hereby declares 
the responsibilities of 

humanity and 
guarantees the 

concomitant 
privileges and rights.



All people, 
regardless of race, 
national or ethnic 
origin, colour, religion, 
sex, gender, sexual 
orientation, gender 
expression, age or 
ability, have the 
following fundamental 
responsibilities:



the responsibility to 
recognize and respect 
that we are all one, 

that everything 
depends upon everything 

else, that we are all 
interconnected and 

interdependent and our 
fates are inextricably 

interlinked;



the responsibility to 
conserve and restore 
the Earth and the 
species and cultures she 
nurtures;



the responsibility to 
prevent environmental 

harm and to manage
Canada and humanity’s 

use of the Earth in 
ways that do not 
exceed the Earth’s 
inherent limits and 
which maintain the 

Earth’s natural cycles 
and interrelationships;



And
the responsibility to 
consider and respect not 
only present, but future 
generations, thereby 
choosing our collective 
future. 

Concomitant 
Rights and Privileges:

Every human being, 
community and 

government earns the 
following privileges and 

rights when the 
fundamental 

responsibilities are 
fulfilled:



And
the responsibility to 
consider and respect not 
only present, but future 
generations, thereby 
choosing our collective 
future. 

Concomitant 
Rights and Privileges:

Every human being, 
community and 

government earns the 
following privileges and 

rights when the 
fundamental 

responsibilities are 
fulfilled:



the right to clean 
water, clean air, a 
healthy environment 
and safe food;



the right to clean 
water, clean air, a 
healthy environment 
and safe food;

the privilege of 
benefitting from the 

Earth and the species 
she nurtures; 



and the right to 
maintain and strengthen 
the distinctive spiritual 
relationships with the 
Earth held by 
indigenous peoples.



these are the rights 
of nature. We declare 

that Nature be 
afforded the same 
rights as people. 



Creative time Summit: of homelands & revolutions, 2017

 

The Rights of Nature was written by: Public Studio & 

Haida Lawyer Terri-Lynn Williams Davidson

booklet designed by: Hiba Abdallah

the creative time summit Closing Ceremony will commence 

with a song and haida prayer by terri-lynn williams davidson, 

followed by a participatory choir performance of the rights 

of nature led by public studio, HIBA ABDALLAH, ANGE LOFT & 

Terri-Lynn Williams Davidson.

September 30th at 4:30PM in the grange park


